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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 . 1 1 4, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
September 12, 2005 has been entered. 

2. Claims 1 , 20, 49-50, 90 and 98 are amended. Claims 2 and 59-89 are canceled. 
Claims 1, 3-58 and 90-101 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty In the English language. 

4. Claims 90-101 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Dean 
et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,023,762, hereinafter, "Dean"). 
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With respect to claim 90, Dean discloses, defining vault for a storage of one or 
more safes digital identities, (each user database, 200-203, fig. 2, col. 4, lines 10-28 
object, 401, fig. 4, lookup table provides authentication for authorizing access to user 
information), the vault (data storage means, col. 1 , lines 49-52) including an access 
protocol layer (fig. 1, TCP/IP, col. 3, lines 27-65), an identity server layer (803, fig. 8, ID 
service, col. 8, lines 1-9) and an identity manager layer (805, 806, authorization service, 
fig. 8, col. 8, lines 1-39) and having access right granted to one or more system 
administrators (security level, col. 4, lines 33-40, authentication level, fig. 3) including 
management of the one or more safes of digital identities (fig. 3, authentication levels 
for authorizing access to user information, col. 4, lines 33-65) of one or more accounts 
of end users (col. 4, lines 45-65, i,e., public, wife, boss, coworker, etc), the one or more 
safes of digital identities having multiple profile (fig. 5, e.g., who am I , Dairy, personal 
information, etc) each with access right granted exclusively to the end users (fig. 5, col. 
5, lines 40-67 to col. 6, lines 1-64, col. 4, lines 33-65, each personal information 
(profile) has different restrict access level controlled by look-up table for different 
requestor) via the one or more accounts (according to user ID, fig. 5, col. 5, lines 40-67 
to col. 6, lines 1.-13, col. 4, lines 33-65) including the exclusion of access rights of the 
one or more system administrators, (by each user without system administrators), the 
multiple profiles (fig. 5, col. 5, lines 40-67 to col. 6, lines 1-64, each personal information 
accessed by each category of user, i.e., public, wife, boss, etc) being shared amongst 
the end users at the exclusion of the one or more system administrators (fig. 5, col. 5, 
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lines 40-65, each personal information accessed by each category of each end user, 
i,e., public, wife, boss, etc, each end user can access without system administrator). 

With respect to claim 91 , Dean discloses, access protocol layer includes one or 
more protocols selected from LDAP, XML, RPC-over-HTTP, XDAP or SMTP, see (col. 
1, lines 11-21, TCP/IP internet). 

With respect to claim 92, Dean discloses, server layer serves as an NDS access 
point, see (remote access service point, col. 1, lines 1 1-28). 

With respect to claim 93, Dean discloses, server layer maintains access rights to 
the digital identities, see (fig. 3, authentication levels, col. 5, lines 2-22). 

With respect to claim 94, Dean discloses, manager layer includes NDS 
authentication, see (remote access service authentication, col. 3, lines 45-60). 

With respect to claim 95, Dean discloses, vault for secure storage of one or more 
safes of digital identity profiles, see (fig.5, e.g., who am I , Dairy, personal information, 
etc., col. 4, lines 47-65). 

With respect to claim 96, Dean discloses, an identity server (106, fig.1, col. 3, 
lines 61-67), apportioned between a client (108, fig.1, user, col. 3, lines 45-48), a web 
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server (col. 3, lines 28-37, internet service) and an identity server (106, fig.1, col. 3, 
lines 61-67). 

With respect to claim 97, Dean discloses, an identity server, including servlets 
and applets, see (col. 3, lines 28-37, internet web service) 

With respect to claim 98, Dean discloses, vault for secure storage of one or more 
safes digital identities, (each user database, 200-203, fig. 2, col. 4, lines 10-28 object, 
401, fig. 4, lookup table provides authentication for authorizing access to user 
information), the vault (data storage means, col. 1, lines 49-52) having an access 
protocol layer (fig. 1, TCP/IP, coL 3, lines 27-65), an identity server layer (803, fig. 8, ID 
service, col. 8, lines 1-9) and an identity manager layer (805, 806, authorization service, 
fig. 8, col. 8, lines 1-39) and having access right granted to one or more system 
administrators including management of the one or more safes of digital identities (401 , 
fig. 4, lookup table provides authentication for authorizing access to user information, 
col. 4, lines 33-65, fig. 5, each personal information has different restrict access level 
controlled by look-up table for different requestor), (fig. 5, col. 5, lines 40-67, i,e., public, 
wife, boss, coworker, etc), the one or more safes of digital identities having multiple 
profile (fig. 5, e.g., who am I , Dairy, personal information, etc) each with access right 
granted exclusively to the end users at location remote (fig. 5, i.e., public, wife, boss, co- 
worker, etc) from the vault ( data storage mean, col.1 , lines 49-50), including the 
exclusion of access rights of the one or more system administrators, (by each user 
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without system administrators), the multiple profiles (fig. 5, col. 5, lines 40-67 to col. 6, 
lines 1-13, each personal information accessed by each category of user, i.e., public, 
wife, boss, etc) being shared amongst the end users at the exclusion of the one or more 
system administrators (fig. 5, col. 5, lines 40-67, each personal information accessed by 
each category of each end user, i.e., public, wife, boss, etc, each end user can access 
without system administrator). 

With respect to claim 99, Dean discloses, identity manager layer (803, fig. 8, ID 
service, col. 8, lines 1-9), client interface (108, fig. 1, user, col. 3, lines 41-49). 

With respect to claim 100, Dean discloses, client application interface, see (108, 
user terminal, fig. 1, col. 3, lines 41-49). 

With respect to claim 101 , Dean discloses, the safe object containing at least one 
profile of the digital identity profiles administered by a user, see (fig. 5, col. 5, lines 40- 
65). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1 and 3-58 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Dean et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,023,762, hereinafter, "Dean") in view of French et al 
(U. S. Patent No. 5,794,228, hereinafter, "French"). 

With respect to claim 1, Dean discloses, database (user databases, fig. 1, fig. 2, 
col. 28-45) including a vault (each user database, 200-203, fig. 2, col. 4, lines 10-28), 
the vault (data storage means, col. 1, lines 49-52) having access rights granted to a 
system administrator for management of the user objects (col. 4, lines 18-27, for 
instance for personal information, personal preferences, bank or credit card details, 
personal medical details, etc), each of the user objects having a corresponding safe 
object (401 , fig. 4, lookup table provides authentication for authorizing access to user 
information), (col. 4, lines 33-65, fig. 5, each personal information has different restrict 
access level controlled by look-up table for different requestor), the safe object 
containing multiple different profiles accessed (fig. 5, col. 5, lines 40-67 to col. 6, lines 1- 
64) and administered exclusively by a single one of the multiple users at the exclusion 
of the system administrator (col. 8, lines 65-67 to col. 9, lines 1-1-9, each user, without 
the system administrator, configures look-up table (safe object)), each profile (fig. 5, 
personal information, for instance, diary, personal information) including digital identity 
information provided by the single one of the multiple users (fig. 5, personal information, 
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col. 5, lines 40-67) and operable to be shared with other of the multiple users having 
other multiple different profiles accessible (fig. 5, col. 5, lines 40-67 to col. 6, lines 1-25, 
for instance, Public can access information of "who am I" without access authentication 
to share "who am I" information) and administered exclusively by the other of the 
multiple users (each user, without the system administrator, configures look-up table 
(for safe object access)), the sharing occurring exclusively upon initiation by the single 
one of the multiple users, see (fig. 5, col. 5, lines 40-67 to col. 6, lines 1-25, a user 
configures look-up table for access control). Dean does not explicitly disclose, storage 
of multiple user objects for multiple users in lines 3-4. However, French discloses that 
data storage is shown, in fig. 3A-C, includes users' objects for users, (for example, user 
name, address age, gender, etc) for multiple users. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made 
to modify Dean by incorporating storage of multiple user objects for multiple users with 
system of French. One having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made would have been motivated to use such a combination because that would 
provide Dean's system the capability of storing multiple user objects to effectively share 
and manage users' information with other users in multi-user-sharing network 
environment. 

With respect to claim 3, Dean discloses, safe object also contains at least one 
user-administered contact, each contact representing an entity outside the user's safe 
which receives controlled read access to digital identity information from at least one of 
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the profiles, see (fig. 5, col. 5, lines 40-65, e.g., Public can access information of "who 
am I"). 

With respect to claims 4-7, Dean discloses, safe object also contains at least one 
drop box object, one application object with settings for an application, one view object, 
one access object, see (authentication level, fig. 3, every user object access control). 

With respect to claims 8, Dean discloses, an identity server (106, fig.1, col. 3, 
lines 61-67) and a web server (col. 3, lines 28-37, internet service). 

With respect to claims 9, Dean discloses, the identity server communicate using 
encrypted user names, see (col. 5, lines 23-39). 

With respect to claim 10, Dean discloses, web server and the identity server are 
secured by a firewall, see (1001, firewall, fig. 10, col. 9, lines 10-32). 

With respect to claim 11, Dean discloses, identity server appliance, see (106, 
server provider, fig. 1, col. 3, lines 28-45). 

With respect to claims 12-13, Dean discloses, a zero-byte, installed client, see 
(108, user terminal, fig. 1, col. 43-47). 

With respect to claim 14, Dean discloses, system comprises a provider model for 
access to the database, see (authentication level, fig. 3, every user object access 
control col. 4, lines 6-20). 

With respect to claim 15, Dean discloses, abstract model offers a hierarchical 
storage system in a representation that includes a user, a container, and data, see (fig. 
2, col. 4, lines 17-26). 
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With respect to claim 16, Dean discloses, programmatic interface to identity 
items and operations that correspond generally to directory service objects, see (col. 3, 
lines 28-42). 

With respect to claim 17, Dean discloses, database includes multiple safe objects 
contained in a vault object, see (data storage means provides authentication level, col. 
1, lines 49-60). 

With respect to claim 18, Dean discloses, each vault object contains at least one 
user safe object, and objects contained by the safe objects are federated to provide 
controlled access between the vault servers, see (data storage means provides 
authentication level, col. 1, lines 49-60). 

With respect to claim 19, Dean discloses, Universal Resource Identifier which 
specifies at least a protocol, a host, a path, and an object, see (fig.2, col. 4, lines 10-34). 

With respect to claim 20, Dean discloses, digital business card application object 
having a corresponding profile object which includes digital identity information provided 
by the user, see (fig. 3, col. 5, lines 5-22). 

With respect to claim 21, Dean discloses, one user to receive updated profile 
information of another user using a link to the database partitioned directory services 
database, see (col. 5, lines 40-67). 

With respect to claim 22, Dean discloses, partitioned directory services database, 
see (fig. 2, col. 4, lines 18-33). 

With respect to claim 23, Dean discloses, account creation service which creates 
a new account for a user based on a template, see (fig. 6, col. 7, lines 24-42). 
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With respect to claim 24, Dean discloses, administrative tool to manage and 
maintain safe objects, see (fig. 5, col. 5, lines 40-52). 

With respect to claim 25, Dean discloses, schema management service which 
permits an administrator to at least view a directory service schema, see (fig. 5, col. 5, 
lines 40-65). 

With respect to claim 26, Dean discloses, batch account creation service which 
creates several accounts at one time, see (col. 9, lines 1-9). 

With respect to claim 27, Dean discloses, install service which permits one to 
install and configure an identity server, see (106, server provider, fig. 1, col. 3, lines 28- 
45). 

With respect to claim 28, Dean discloses, backup and restore service which 
allows one to backup and restore at least one safe object, see (fig. 6, col. 7, lines 24- 
42). 

With respect to claim 29, Dean discloses, safe advisor service which allows one 
to verify the integrity of a safe object, see (coL 9, lines 1-9). 

With respect to claim 30, Dean discloses, legal recovery tool which recovers 
digital identity information for forensic use, data demoralization service which facilitates 
data transformation on database fields, see (col. 4, lines 17-26). 

With respect to claims 31, Dean discloses, data denormalization service which 
facilitates data transformation on database fields, see (col. 3, lines 28-67, by database 
management system). 

With respect to claim 32, Dean discloses, rules service, see (col. 3, lines 28-67). 
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With respect to claim 33, Dean discloses, identity server to register interest in 
and be notified of changes in the database, see (col. 3, lines 28-67). 

With respect to claim 34, Dean discloses, event service which allows an identity 
server to register interest in and be notified of changes in the database, see (col. 3, 
lines 28-67). 

With respect to claim 35, Dean discloses, process to verify information gathered 
from a user registration form, see (fig.3, col. 5, 1-24, user ID is used for verification). 

With respect to claim 36, Dean discloses, profile discovery and publishing service 
which allows users to publish at least a portion of their profile information, see (fig. 6, 
col. 7, lines 24-42). 

With respect to claim 37, Dean discloses, allows a user to have the service fill in 
at least part of an online form with information from one of the user's profile objects, see 
(col. 9, lines 1-31). 

With respect to claim 38, Dean discloses, form conversion service which assists 
a webmaster in converting existing forming to standardized field names, see (col. 3, 
lines 27-67). 

With respect to claim 39, Dean discloses, install service which installs servlets on 
a web server, see (col. 3, lines 27-67). 

With respect to claim 40, Dean discloses, identity exchange service for portions 
of a privacy protection protocol, see (1001, firewall, fig. 10, col. 9, lines 11-55, col. 3, 
lines 27-67). 
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With respect to claim 41 , Dean discloses, chat service which sets up chat rooms 
so users can communicate with each other in real time, see (fig. 6, col. 7, lines 24-42). 

With respect to claim 42, Dean discloses,, presence service which lets users 
specify where they are and allows them to discover another user's presence 
information, see (col. 9, lines 1-31). 

With respect to claim 43, Dean discloses, anonymous remailer service which 
allows users to choose different email addresses for different profiles, see (fig. 6, col. 7, 
lines 24-42). 

With respect to claim 44, Dean discloses, anonymous browsing service which 
allows a user to browse a network in an anonymous fashion to prevent sites from 
collecting user identity information, see (col. 4, lines 17-26). 

With respect to claim 45, Dean discloses, infomediary service which facilitates 
creating an infomediary, see (col. 5, lines 40-67 to col. 6, lines 1-25). 

With respect to claim 46, Dean discloses, tracking IP addresses in order to 
selectively publish the last known IP address of a user, see (col. 1 , lines 1 1-29). 

With respect to claim 47, Dean discloses, underlying directory service and an 
underlying file system in order to enforce access controls on web pages published by 
users, see (col. 1, lines 31-65). 

With respect to claim 48, Dean discloses, email services, encodes contact 
relationship information in the user's email address, see (col. 1, lines 31-67). 

With respect to claim 49, Dean discloses, contact relationship information in the 
user's email address, see (fig. 6, col. 8, lines 28-48). 
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With respect to claim 50, Dean discloses, profiles to filter email sent to the user, 
see (col. 1, lines 31-67). 

With respect to claim 51 , Dean discloses, determining whether a user logging in 
at a third party web site is registered as a user of the system, see (604, fig. 6, col. 8, 
lines 15-34, log-in requests). 

With respect to claim 52, Dean discloses, logging the user into the system if the 
user is registered, and a means for registering the user and logging the user in if the 
user was not registered, see (604, fig. 6, col. 8, lines 15-34, log-in requests). 

With respect to claim 53, Dean discloses, registering the user and logging the 
user in comprises a means for capturing user login information for the third party web 
site, see (fig. 6, col. 8, lines 28-48). 

With respect to claim 54, Dean discloses, user digital identity information is only 
made available to a partner site if the user has flagged the information as public, see 
(fig. 6, col. 8, lines 19-34). 

With respect to claim 55, Dean discloses, icon provides a transaction history, see 
(col. 5, lines 40-67). 

With respect to claim 56, Dean discloses, user authentication mechanism, see 
(604, fig. 6, col. 7, lines 14-46, agent requests user authentication information). 

With respect to claim 57, Dean discloses, launch point for launching application, 
see (fig. 6, col. 8, lines 15-34). 
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With respect to claim 58, Dean discloses, non-repudiation feature whereby an 
administrator cannot change a user password and then log on as the user, see (fig. 6, 
col. 7, lines 14-46). 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Isaac M. Woo whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
4043. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hosain T. Alam can be reached on (571) 272-3978. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



IMW 

December 22, 2005 




